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Raised in Birkenhead in 1914 the Bantams were unique as the average height of the
volunteers was a mere five foot! Previously denied the opportunity to serve, these men
seized this chance to join up. As a result the battalions comprised working class men
from all over Britain - Welsh miners, sturdy London dockers, Lancashire mill workers
and Merseyside laborers. As part of 35th (Bantam) Division, the Bantams fought on the
Somme. The Bantams' casualties were so severe that by early 1917 the Division
effectively ceased to exist. Thereafter reinforcements came from the General Pool.
They suffered heavily again at Houlthust Forest. The 35th Division played a key part in
stopping the German 1918 offensive. Some 900 members of these Battalions lost their
lives in The Great War.
Through a wealth of photographs and color illustrations and an informed narrative, Blue
Skies, Orange Wings documents the surprisingly strong role of Dutch aircraft, airmen,
designers, and airlines in world aviation in the first half of the twentieth century. In this
beautiful book Ryan Noppen offers the most thorough study of the early years of Dutch
commercial and military aviation published in the English language. He examines the
famed Fokker airliners, the development of Dutch national airline KLM, and their impact
on the world in the pioneering days of flight, including a number of notable individuals -Charles Lindbergh, Henry Ford, Amelia Earhart, and more.
Interest in specialist vehicles has grown massively in recent years. If you have always
wanted the gen on bin lorries, now is your chance! Impress your family and friends with
comments like Look, there's a Lewin-Oscher Pakamatic bin lorry. Starting with horsedrawn examples, the history of refuse collection vehicles is followed by an illustrated
alphabetical survey of the products of all (or most) British manufacturers.
Like Ypres, Arras was a front line town throughout the Great War. From March 1916 it
became home to the British Army and it remained so until the Advance to Victory was
well under way. In 1917 the Battle of Arras came and went. It occupied barely half a
season, but was then largely forgotten; the periods before and after it have been
virtually ignored, and yet the Arras sector was always important and holding it was
never easy or without incident; death, of course, was never far away. The area around
Arras is as rich in Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries as anywhere
else on the Western Front, including the Somme and Ypres, and yet these quiet
redoubts with their headstones proudly on parade still remain largely unvisited. This
book is the story of the men who fell and who are now buried in those cemeteries; and
the telling of their story is the telling of what it was like to be a soldier on the Western
Front. Arras-South is the companion volume to Arras-North and is written by the same
author. It contains comprehensive coverage of over 60 Commonwealth War Graves
Commission cemeteries to be found in Arras and to the south of the town. It has a
wealth of gallantry awards, including their citations, and features hundreds of officers
and other ranks who fell, not just at the Battle of Arras in 1917, but also many of those
who died in 1916 and the final year of the war. Many small actions, raids and
operations are described in a book that tells the story of warfare on the Western Front
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through the lives of those who fought and died on the battlefields of Arras.There are
personalities, interesting characters and the well-connected, ordinary soldiers and
many unsung heroes, families torn apart by war, fathers, sons and brothers, poets and
padres. There is a link to Ulster and the Curragh Incident and a connection to King
George V and Queen Mary, a hero of the Messina earthquake disaster in 1908, a father
whose search for his son's grave reaches its sad conclusion, a mysterious death in
woodland, the moving spectacle of men waiting outside makeshift confessionals in a
barn lit by candlelight before going up the line into battle, and a man whose father was
a close collaborator with Sir Fabian Ware during the early days of the War Graves
Registration Commission; there is even a remarkable prehistoric discovery and an
improbable tale regarding an African hawk eagle that would not be out of place in a
Harry Potter film. This is an essential reference guide for anyone visiting Arras and its
battlefields.
Peter Simkins has established a reputation over the last forty years as one of the most
original and stimulating historians of the First World War. He has made a major
contribution to the debate about the performance of the British Army on the Western
Front. This collection of his most perceptive and challenging essays, which
concentrates on British operations in France between 1916 and 1918, shows that this
reputation is richly deserved. He focuses on key aspects of the army's performance in
battle, from the first day of the Somme to the Hundred Days, and gives a fascinating
insight into the developing theory and practice of the army as it struggled to find a way
to break through the German line. His rigorous analysis undermines some of the
common assumptions - and the myths - that still cling to the history of these British
battles.
The Manchester BantamsThe Story of a Pals Battalion and a City at War - 23rd
(Service) Battalion the Manchester Regiment (8th City)Casemate Publishers

Numbering over five million men, Britain's army in the First World War was the
biggest in the country's history. Remarkably, nearly half those men who served in
it were volunteers. 2,466,719 men enlisted between August 1914 and December
1915, many in response to the appeals of the Field-Marshal Lord Kitchener. How
did Britain succeed in creating a mass army, almost from scratch, in the middle of
a major war ? What compelled so many men to volunteer ' and what happened to
them once they had taken the King's shilling ? Peter Simkins describes how
Kitchener's New Armies were raised and reviews the main political, economic
and social effects of the recruiting campaign. He examines the experiences and
impressions of the officers and men who made up the New Armies. As well as
analysing their motives for enlisting, he explores how they were fed, housed,
equipped and trained before they set off for active service abroad. Drawing upon
a wide variety of sources, ranging from government papers to the diaries and
letters of individual soldiers, he questions long-held assumptions about the 'rush
to the colours' and the nature of patriotism in 1914. The book will be of interest
not only to those studying social, political and economic history, but also to
general readers who wish to know more about the story of Britain's citizen
soldiers in the Great War.
A world list of books in the English language.
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In May 1916 Major Eustace Lockhart Maxwell, a former Indian cavalry officer,
was given command of an infantry battalion in France. After 48 hours with his
new unit, Maxwell wrote to his family: The outstanding characteristic of those who
belong to it seems to be their extraordinary self-complacency! Esprit de corps is a
fine thing, but the satisfaction with which they regard themselves, their battalion,
its internal economy, its gallantry, its discipline, its everything else, is almost
indecent! If at the end of a month my opinion of them is half as good as their own,
I shall think myself uncommonly lucky. This was the 23rd Manchester Bantam
Battalion, a unit entirely composed of men of a height between 5ft and 5ft 3, and
its esprit de corps was about to be severely tested. The Bantams left colorful,
characterful, moving and often amusing records of their experiences. Using a
wealth of previously unpublished sources, this book follows the Manchester men
through their training, their experiences of the Somme and the Third Ypres
Campaign, to Houthulst Forest where, in October 1917, the Battalion was
practically annihilated.
Vols. for 1898-1968 include a directory of publishers.
Millions of men volunteered to leave home, hearth and family to go to a foreign
land to fight in 1914, the start of the biggest war in British history. It was a war
fought by soldier-citizens, millions strong, most of whom had volunteered willingly
to go. They made up the army that first held, and then, in 1918, thrust back the
German Army to win the Great War. The British 'Tommy' has been lionized in the
decades since the war, but little attention has been made in the literature to what
motivated the ordinary British man to go to France, especially in the early years
when Britain relied on the voluntary system to fill the ranks. Why would a regular
working-class man leave behind his job, family and friends to go to fight a war
that defended not British soil, but French? Why would a British man risk his life to
defend places whose names he could pronounce only barely, if at all? This book
answers why, in the words of the men who were there. Young and old, from cities
and country, single and married, they went to war willingly and then carried their
experiences of being a part of the Great War, and why they chose such a difficult
and dangerous path.
The basic magazine in a basic industry.
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