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The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature is a best-seller for a reason: it brings literature
to life for students — helping to make them lifelong readers and better writers. Classic works
from many periods and cultures exist alongside a diverse representation of today's authors.
Support for students includes a dozen chapters of critical reading and writing, with plenty of
sample close readings, writing assignments, and student papers. And, because everyone
teaches a little differently, there are lots of options for working with the literature, including indepth chapters on major authors and case studies on individual works and themes that
everyone can relate to. New to this edition are casebooks on short fiction and the natural world
and a chapter created with Billy Collins. This anthology is now available with video! Learn more
about VideoCentral for Literature.
Covers reading, thinking, and writing concepts including critical analysis, comparison and
contrast, explication, and research papers.

This ebook has been updated to provide you with the latest guidance on documenting
sources in MLA style and follows the guidelines set forth in the MLA Handbook, 9th
edition (April 2021). Become a lifelong reader and improve your writing skills as Bedford
Introduction to Literature exposes you to classic and contemporary writers while
thorough support and activities give you ample practice.
The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature is a bestseller for a reason: It brings
literature to life for students, helping to make them lifelong readers, better writers, and
more critical thinkers in any path they choose. Classic works drawn from many periods
and cultures appear alongside a strong showing from today's authors. There is plenty of
support for students, with critical reading and writing support, helpful sample close
readings, writing assignments, and student papers in up-to-date MLA style. And,
because everyone teaches and learns differently, there are many options for working
with the literature, including case studies on individual works and themes that everyone
can relate to. In-depth chapters on major authors including Flannery O'Connor and
Nathaniel Hawthorne take students deeper into their work, and three chapters on the
fiction of Dagoberto Gilb and the poetry of Billy Collins and Julia Alvarez--created in
collaboration with the authors themselves--are one more way that the anthology
showcases literature as a living, changing art form.
The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature is a best-seller for a reason: It brings literature
to life for students, helping to make them lifelong readers and better writers. Classic works
drawn from many periods and cultures appear alongside a strong showing from today’s
authors. There is plenty of support for students, with a dozen chapters of critical reading and
writing support, helpful sample close readings, writing assignments, and student papers. And,
because everyone teaches and learns a little differently, there are lots of options for working
with the literature, including case studies on individual works and themes that everyone can
relate to. In-depth chapters on major authors like Flannery O’Connor and Emily Dickinson take
students deeper into their work, and the new tenth edition features a chapter on the fiction of
Dagoberto Gilb, created in collaboration with the author himself—one more way that the
anthology showcases literature as a living, changing art form.
The Bedford Introduction to Literature is a best-seller for a reason: It brings literature to life for
students, helping to make them lifelong readers and better writers. Classic works drawn from
many periods and cultures appear alongside a strong showing from today’s notable authors.
There is plenty of support for students, with a dozen chapters of critical reading and writing
support, helpful sample close readings, writing assignments, and student papers. And,
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because everyone teaches and learns a little differently, there are lots of options for working
with the literature, including case studies on individual works and themes that everyone can
relate to. In-depth chapters on major authors like Flannery O’Connor and Emily Dickinson take
students deeper into their work, and the new tenth edition features a chapter on the fiction of
Dagoberto Gilb, created in collaboration with the author himself — one more way that the
anthology showcases literature as a living, changing art form.

"This practical manual is packed with expert advice to help you prepare your
students for the AP English Literature and Composition exam. You'll find support
for forty-eight fiction, poetry, and drama selections from the anthology, surefire
lesson plans, teaching tips, writing prompts, multiple choice questions, and
more." -- back cover.
The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature is designed to bring literature to
life — and to make students lifelong readers. As an instructor of literature and
writing, editor Michael Meyer understands that a particular challenge in today’s
classroom is that students may not see literature as relevant to their lives. They
may have difficulty reading it critically and lack confidence in their writing skills.
With these factors in mind, Meyer has put together a lively collection of literature
drawn from many periods, cultures, and voices, with an excellent representation
of contemporary authors, women authors, and authors of color. These works are
presented with more than a dozen chapters of critical reading and writing
support, and a generous helping of sample close readings, writing assignments,
and student papers. And, because everyone teaches a little differently, the book
offers more options for working with the literature than any comparable anthology
— including in-depth chapters on major authors and case studies on individual
works and universal themes.
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