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The world is arguably more democratic than ever,
yet many authoritarian regimes remain and new
forms of non-democracy and justifications for it have
emerged. Drawing on a wealth of examples, this
important new text provides a global account of the
nature of non-democratic government and of regime
change through democratization or otherwise.
Political parties in post-communist countries have
very high levels of electoral volatility. In these
environments, political factions fail to establish long-
term connections with the electorate and thus
regularly rise and fall from the political arena. This
book provides an organizational explanation for the
variations in party-level electoral volatility. It looks
comparatively at 29 political parties in six Central
and Eastern European democracies between 1990
and 2008 to examine how political parties can
influence their electoral environment. Using empirical
evidence, Gherghina tests the effect of candidate

selection procedures, membership organizations,
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and re-nomination of incumbent MPs on voters’
loyalty, and in doing so, demonstrates how party
organization greatly affects electoral stability.
Including case studies from Bulgaria, Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia
this book will be of interest to students and scholars
of comparative politics, party politics,
democratization, elections, and Central and Eastern
European politics.

"Comparative Politics" provides a comprehensive
introduction to political systems around the world. It
covers methods and theories; the nation-state;
institutions; actors and processes; policies; and

recent changes.
In this thoughtful & meticulously researched book, Professor
Blum makes a major contribution to the exposure of an
important aspect of UN practice. He adds to his academic
analysis the insight provided by his years as his country's
Ambassador at the UN, & provides the reader with a
fascinating & well-written argument. The book reflects events
& developments that took place prior to the summer of 1990,
during the period marked by global confrontation between the
two major power blocs of those days. That confrontation
found one of its strongest expressions in the United Nations,
& was largely responsible for the deterioration of the legal-
constitutional climate within the UN. With the end of that
confrontation, as a result of the collapse of the former Soviet
bloc & the disintegration of the Soviet Union itself, a new
climate of parliamentary cooperation within the United
Nations has come about. Consequently, there would now
appear to exist a real prospect - perhaps for the first time
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since the establishment of the Organization - for a
reconsideration of at least some of the practices that
developed over the years within the cold war context, & which
constitute a departure from the legal-constitutional
requirements laid down by the Charter. It is in this spirit this
book is offered to the reader's attention.

Political party organizations play large roles in democracies,
yet their organizations differ widely, and their statutes change
much more frequently than constitutions or electoral laws.
How do these differences, and these frequent changes, affect
the operation of democracy? This book seeks to answer
these questions by presenting a comprehensive overview of
the state of party organization in nineteen contemporary
democracies. Using a unique new data collection, the book's
chapters test propositions about the reasons for variation and
similarities across party organizations. They find more
evidence of within-country similarity than of cross-national
patterns based on party ideology. After exploring parties’
organizational differences, the remaining chapters investigate
the impact of these differences. The volume considers a wide
range of theories about how party organization may affect
political life, including the impact of party rules on the
selection of female candidates, the links between party
decision processes and the stability of party programmes, the
connection between party finance sources and public trust in
political parties, and whether the strength of parties' extra-
parliamentary organization affects the behaviour of their
elected legislators. Collectively these chapters help to
advance comparative studies of elections and representation
by inserting party institutions and party agency more firmly
into the centre of such studies. Comparative Politics is a
series for researchers, teachers, and students of political
science that deals with contemporary government and
politics. Global in scope, %)93555 in the series are characterised



by a stress on comparative analysis and strong
methodological rigour. The series is published in association
with the European Consortium for Political Research. For
more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The series is edited
by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political Science, Universite
libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Muller-Rommel, Director of the
Center for the Study of Democracy, Leuphana University; and
Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of Political Science,
University of Houston.

The U.S. Supreme Court—at least until Bush v. Gore—had
seemed to float along in an apolitical haze in the mind of the
electorate. It was the executive branch and the legislative
branch that mucked about in politics getting dirty, the judicial
branch kept its robes—and nose—clean. The U.S. Supreme
Court and the Electoral Process makes it abundantly clear
however that before, during, and after the judicial decision
that made George W. Bush the President of the United
States, everything was, is, and will likely be, politics-including
the decisions handed down by the highest court in the land.
This revised and updated edition takes into account not only
the recent famous (or infamous, depending on the reader's
point of view) judicial decision on the Presidency, but a
myriad of others as well in which the U.S. Supreme Court has
considered the constitutionality of a wide range of issues
involving voting and elections, representation, and political
participation. Practitioners and academics in both law and
political science examine a number of court actions that
directly affect how we choose those who govern us, and how
those decisions have affected our electoral politics,
constitutional doctrine, and the fundamental concepts of
democracy, including: racial redistricting, term limits, political
patronage, campaign finance regulations, third-party ballot
access, and state ballot initiatives limiting civil liberties. Of the
first edition, CHOICE saigégl'glg U.S. Supreme Court and the



Electoral Process "plumbs the Supreme Court's constitutive
apolitical role as 'primary shaper of the electoral system' and
reveals the pervasive involvement of the Court in the political
process."

Margit Tavits demonstrates that the successful establishment
of a political party in a new democracy crucially depends on
the strength of its organization.

(High School) Hailed as a stellar educational resource for
nearly a century, Magruder's American Government is
updated annually to meet the changing needs of today's high
school students and teachers. The program's engaging
narrative is enhanced with numerous primary sources,
political cartoons, charts, graphs, and photos, making the
structure and principals of government accessible and
motivating to students of all abilities.

" The South continues to be the most distinctive region in
American politics. Over the last half century, Democratic
dominance in the South has given way to the emergence of a
truly competitive two-party system that leans Republican in
presidential elections. In some ways, the region is
increasingly like the rest of the country, yet even the degree
of change and the speed with which it occurred give the
South a distinctive air. The contributors to Southern Political
Party Activists examine both the development of American
political party organizations and the changing political
character of the South, focusing on grassroots party activists-
those who are involved in party organizations at the county
level. John A. Clark is associate professor of political science
at Western Michigan University. Charles L. Prysby is
professor of political science at the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro.
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