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Peninsular War The British At War
The Peninsular War (1807-1814) was a military conflict for control of the Iberian
Peninsula during the Napoleonic War, where the French were opposed by British,
Spanish, and Portuguese forces. The war began when the French and Spanish armies
invaded and occupied Portugal in 1807 and lasted until the Napoleon's defeat in 1814.
The poor discipline demonstrated by the British cavalry commanded by general Slade
at Maguilla in 1812 prompted the Duke of Wellington's famous remark that British
cavalry officers were in the habit of 'galloping at everything. This work rehabilitates the
reputation of the British cavalry in the Peninsula and at Waterloo.
Wellington's Headquarters is an essential introduction to the administration of the
British army in the early nineteenth century. It offers a fascinating insight into the
structure and operation of the Duke of Wellington's command during the Peninsular
War. S.G.P. Ward's classic study, first published over sixty years ago, describes the
complicated tangle of departments that administered the army, departments which had
grown up haphazard and survived virtually unchanged until the time of the Crimean
War. Wellington adapted the existing system in order to turn it into an efficient
instrument in the war against Napoleon, despite clashes of responsibility and
personality that frustrated him and impaired the army's performance on campaign.
Chapters cover peacetime and wartime administration, the relationships of the staff
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officers, the supply and maintenance of the army in the Peninsula, the gathering and
interpretation of intelligence, the organization of the army on the march and the
sometimes tense relations between Wellington and his subordinates. The study raises
the quartermaster general's department to its proper position, and discusses
Wellington's attitude to the 'chief of staff' system which was then favored on the
continent. The result of this lucid and absorbing survey is an enhanced understanding
of the system that had evolved to administer the British army two hundred years ago.
Eighteenth-century Britons were frequently anxious about the threat of invasion, military
weakness, possible financial collapse and potential revolution. Anthony Page argues
that between 1744 and 1815, Britain fought a 'Seventy Years War' with France. This
invaluable study: - argues for a new periodization of eighteenth-century British history,
and explains the politics and course of Anglo-French war - explores Britain's 'fiscalnaval' state and its role in the expansion of empire and industrial revolution - highlights
links between war, Enlightenment and the evolution of modern British culture and
politics. Synthesizing recent research on political, military, economic, social and cultural
history, Page demonstrates how Anglo-French war influenced the revolutionary era and
helped to shape the first age of global imperialism.

Reproduction of the original: A History of the Peninsula War by Charles William
Chadwick Oman
The Peninsular War and the Napoleonic Wars across Europe are subjects of
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such enduring interest that they have prompted extensive research and writing.
Yet other campaigns, in what was a global war, have been largely ignored. Such
is the case for the war in India which persisted for much of the French
Revolutionary and Napoleonic periods and peaked in the years 1798?1805 with
the campaigns of Arthur Wellesley - later the Duke of Wellington - and General
Lake in the Deccan and Hindustan. That is why this new study by Martin Howard
is so timely and important.While it fully acknowledges Wellington's vital role, it
also addresses the nature of the warring armies, the significance of the
campaigns of Lake in North India, and leaves the reader with an understanding of
the human experience of war in the region. For this was a brutal conflict in which
British armies clashed with the formidable forces of the Sultan of Mysore and the
Maratha princes. There were dramatic pitched battles at Assaye, Argaum, Delhi
and Laswari, and epic sieges at Seringapatam, Gawilghur and Bhurtpore. The
British success was not universal.
For years Spain had been the most feared and predatory power in Europe.
Nothing could have prepared the Spanish for the devastating implosion of
1808-14. Trafalgar destroyed its navy and the country degenerated into a
brutalized shambles. This work comes to terms with this conflict.
One of the best and most justly famous of the many memoirs of a serving British
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soldier during the Napoleonic Wars. Born in Beverley in east Yorkshire, George
Simmons began his military life in 1805 as Assistant Surgeon in the LIncoln
Militia. He subsequently joined the 95th Rifles in order to help pay for his younger
brothers education. Simmons served throughout the thick of the Peninsular War
under Wellington, doing his duty as a Rifleman in six campaigns up to 1814, and
seeing action at the sieges of Ciudad Roderigo and Badajoz and the battles of
Salamanca, Vittoria, and finally of Waterloo. He was thrice severely wounded, but
survived to write these memoirs, which were basaed on the letters he sent home
to his impecunious but doting parents.
Wellington's Peninsular War provides a concise and comprehensive account that
can be enjoyed by both professional and amateur historians and which includes
details of the battlefields as they are today and how to find and explore them. The
Peninsular War (1808-1841) was part of the twenty year struggle against
Napoleon Bonaparte that involved campaigns in Europe, the Middle East,
Russia, the West Indies, South America and South Africa and until 1914 was
known as 'The Great War'. The author has presented a balanced picture of the
whole campaign and gives due credit to the Spanish and Portuguese efforts
without which victory would not have been possible. Arranged in sections, the
author starts with a review of the whole war and the background to it and follows
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with a complete chronological account of the war year by year. Finally a chapter
on each of the major battles includes maps and photographs of the battlefields,
orders of battle and instructions on how to find the battlefield today and what to
see there. The maps show the ground as it was at the time but also include
modern features to identify where the fighting took place enabling the reader to
stand where Wellington would have stood when surveying the battlefield.
Intelligence is often the critical factor in a successful military campaign. This was
certainly the case for Arthur Wellesley, the Duke of Wellington, in the Peninsular
War. In this book, author Huw J. Davies offers the first full account of the scope,
complexity, and importance of Wellington’s intelligence department, describing a
highly organized, multifaceted series of networks of agents and spies throughout
Spain and Portugal—an organization that was at once a microcosm of British
intelligence at the time and a sophisticated forebear to intelligence developments
in the twentieth century. Spying for Wellington shows us an organization that
was, in effect, two parallel networks: one made up of Foreign Office agents “run”
by British ambassadors in Spain and Portugal, the other comprising military spies
controlled by Wellington himself. The network of agents supplied strategic
intelligence, giving the British army advance warning of the arrival, destinations,
and likely intentions of French reinforcements. The military network supplied
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operational intelligence, which confirmed the accuracy of the strategic
intelligence and provided greater detail on the strengths, arms, and morale of the
French forces. Davies reveals how, by integrating these two forms of intelligence,
Wellington was able to develop an extremely accurate and reliable estimate of
French movements and intentions not only in his own theater of operations but
also in other theaters across the Iberian Peninsula. The reliability and accuracy of
this intelligence, as Davies demonstrates, was central to Wellington’s decisionmaking and, ultimately, to his overall success against the French. Correcting
past, incomplete accounts, this is the definitive book on Wellington’s use of
intelligence. As such, it contributes to a clearer, more comprehensive
understanding of Wellington at war and of his place in the history of British
military intelligence.
Volume 1 of the 6 volume history of the Peninsular War Fortescue is rightly
renowned for his multi-volume magnum opus, 'The History of the British Army',
which, since it was written in the early decades of the twentieth century, feature
the struggles with Napoleonic France, as a substantial part of the whole. These
campaigns took place across the world but, for the British, most notably in Spain,
Portugal and the South of France following the French invasion of Iberia. The
numerous disconnected sections, within Fortescue's larger work, concerning the
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Peninsular War, have been extracted for the first time and carefully edited to
create this six volume history. There can be no doubt that in Fortescue the British
Army found one of its finest historians. His scholarship is superb, but is balanced
by outstanding and fearless academic analysis. What makes this history
incomparable and essential is that Fortescue was a contemporary of the other
great British military historian of the modern age, Charles Oman, who wrote his
own history of the Peninsular War. Fortescue conferred and collaborated with
Oman to produce this work and within these pages the reader will discover both
confirmations and qualified corrections to some of Oman's assertions on points of
detail. Fortescue was extraordinarily thorough in his use of primary source
material (which is annotated) and he additionally walked the ground of the
campaign himself. The magnitude of the joint scholarship which brought this
history into being cannot be overstated. This analysis of the Peninsular War
differs significantly from Fortescue's other writings on the British Army, in that in
embraces the activities of the French and the Spanish in some depth, thus
creating a total view. This is a serious, academic, and thoroughly readable,
history and no library of the subject can be truly said to be complete without it.
The text has been complemented in this Leonaur edition by battlefield maps not
present in the original publication. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not
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facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket; our
hardbacks are cloth bound and feature gold foil lettering on their spines and
fabric head and tail bands.
'The precepts laid down are the result of the experience acquired in the war in
the Peninsula, from the first battle of Roliça in 1808, to the last in Belgium, of
Waterloo in 1815...They have been the means of saving the lives, and of
relieving, if not even of preventing, the miseries of thousands of our fellowcreatures throughout the civilised world.' George Guthrie George James Guthrie
is one of the unsung heroes of the Peninsular War and Waterloo, and of British
military medicine. He was a guiding light in surgery. He was not only a soldier's
surgeon and a hands-on doctor, he also set a precedent by keeping records and
statistics of cases. While the innovations in the medical services of the French
Republic and Empire have been publicized, a military surgeon of the calibre of
Guthrie has been largely ignored by students of the period – until now. Michael
Crumplin, in this comprehensive and graphic study of this remarkable doctor,
follows him through his career in the field and recognizes his exceptional
contribution to British military medicine and to Wellington's army.
Published to mark the 190th anniversary of the Peninsular War, this is a unique
collection of in-depth original essays by distinguished British and American
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scholars.
Combining military and cultural history, the book explores British soldiers' travels
and cross-cultural encounters in Spain and Portugal, 1808-1814. It is the story of
how soldiers interacted with the local environment and culture, of their attitudes
and behaviour towards the inhabitants, and how they wrote about all this in
letters and memoirs.
Until now there has not been a serious study of the rifle-armed regiments of the
British Army that earned such renown in the Peninsular and Waterloo campaigns.
Compiled by a former rifleman, Ray Cusick, who has written extensively on the
subject, Wellington's Rifles examines the new rifle regiments, how they came
about, their development and their actions.??The author also investigates the
introduction of rifled muskets into the British Army in the French and Indian wars
of the eighteenth century, where they were shunned by the military
establishment, to their transition into a key element in Wellington's extraordinarily
successful Peninsular army.??The training and tactics of the riflemen are
explained and each significant engagement in which they were involved is
explored in thrilling detail. It was the riflemen of the 95th Regiment that inspired
the series of Sharpe books and films. That was the fiction; this is the
reality.??The publication will be introduced by the renowned Napoleonic historian
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Ian Fletcher.
The British Soldier in the Peninsular WarEncounters with Spain and Portugal,
1808-1814Springer
This text includes twenty seven poems of the Peninsular War, written in a robust
traditional style, recreating not only the horrors of 19th century warfare but also
the human stories.
This book describes the rebirth of British military power and hence of the
authority of her diplomacy. When England went to war with revolutionary France
in 1793 her army was weak from ten years of neglect of discipline and training,
from political interference in the selection of its officers and from the failure of her
recruiting policies. To these disadvantages were added a cumbrous system of
political control, divided counsels and inept strategy. The result was defeat in her
attempted continental campaigns of 1793-95 and the loss of the respect of both
her allies and her enemy. The work of reform began in 1795. From being the
least feared of France's principal enemies, the British army became a force
capable of winning the victories of the Peninsular War, of making a real and
weighty contribution to the overthrow of Napoleon, and of compelling attention to
Britain's voice in the Congress of Vienna which created the Europe of the
nineteenth century. Professor Glover studies this transformation in detail.
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I øvrigt er bogen opdelt således: 1. Introduction: Napoleon's Europe, 1807; Arms
and the Men; 2. The French Iniative, October 1807-May 1809: Napoleonic
Agression; British Intervention; Napoleon and Sir John Moore; The Second
French Invasion of Portugal; 3. The War in Balance, June 1809-December 1811:
Talavera and Ocana; Andalusia and the Siege of Cadiz; The Third French
Invasion of Portugal; The Watershed; 4. The British Initiative: The Fortresses;
Salamanca; Madrid and Burgos; Retreat to Portugal; 5. The Liberation of Spain,
January-September 1813: Across the Ebro; Vitoria; San Sebastian and the
Pyrenees; British Operations on the East Coast of Spain, 1812-1813; 6. The
Invasion of France, October 1813-April 1814: Across the Pyrenees; Nive; The
Occupation of Gascony; Victory.
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