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The latest installment in the New York Times
bestselling Don't Know Much About® series -- a
magical journey into the timeless world of mythology
It has been fifteen years since Kenneth C. Davis first
dazzled audiences with his instant classic Don't
Know Much About® History, vividly bringing the past
to life and proving that Americans don't hate history,
they just hate the dull, textbook version they were
fed in school. With humor, wit, and a knack for
storytelling, Davis has been bringing readers of all
ages up to speed on history, geography, and science
ever since. Now, in the classic traditions of Edith
Hamilton and Joseph Campbell, he turns his talents
to the world of myth. Where do we come from? Why
do stars shine and the seasons change? What is
evil? Since the beginning of time, people have
answered such questions by crafting imaginative
stories that have served as religion, science,
philosophy, and popular literature. In his irreverent
and popular question-and-answer style, Davis
introduces and explains the great myths of the world,
as well as the works of literature that have made
them famous. In a single volume, he tackles
Mesopotamia's Gilgamesh, the first hero in world
mythology; Achilles and the Trojan War; Stonehenge
and the Druids; Thor, the Nordic god of thunder;
Chinese oracle bones; the use of peyote in ancient
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Native American rites; and the dramatic life and
times of the man who would be Buddha. Ever
familiar and instructive, Davis shows why the ancient
tales of gods and heroes -- from Mount Olympus to
Machu Picchu, from ancient Rome to the icy land of
the Norse -- continue to speak to us today, in our
movies, art, language, and music. For mythology
novices and buffs alike, and for anyone who loves a
good story, Don't Know Much About® Mythology is a
lively and insightful look into the greatest stories ever
told.
A breakthrough in occult studies that combines
modern sigil techniques with traditional Enochian
Magick and appeals to all levels of ritual magick
practitioners, explorers of consciousness, scholars,
dowsers, and tantric yoga practitioners Author and
magick practitioner Robert Podgurski shares his
discovery and development of the Grid Sigil--a tool
for exploring the mysteries of embodiment and unity
that bridges Enochian Magick with Sparean
sigilization. Properly constructed, it emanates the
root energies of the four elements bound by spirit in
the space/time continuum. This text offers readers a
variety of techniques for using the Grid Sigil and is
an essential guidebook for understanding the
connection between Enochian Magick,
geomagnetism, shamanism, and other facets of
Eastern and Western esotericism. Close attention is
paid to critical metaphysical thought through in-depth
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analysis based in science, metaphysics,
philosophical speculation, and illustrations.
Michael Witzel persuasively demonstrates the
prehistoric origins of most of the mythologies of
Eurasia and the Americas ('Laurasia').
Discover Myth "There's no one quite like Joseph
Campbell. He knows the vast sweep of man's
panoramic past as few men have ever known it."
--The Village Voice Joseph Campbell famously
compared mythology to a kangaroo pouch for the
human mind and spirit: "a womb with a view." In
Myths to Live By, he examines all of the ways in
which myth supports and guides us, giving our lives
meaning. Love and war, science and religion, East
and West, inner space and outer space — Campbell
shows how the myths we live by can reconcile all of
these pairs of opposites and bring a sense of the
whole. This classic has been newly illustrated and
annotated in its first new edition since its original
publication, which also marks the first ebook in the
Collected Works of Joseph Campbell series. In the
tradition of The Power of Myth and Pathways to
Bliss, Myths to Live By remains one of Joseph
Campbell's most enduring, popular, and accessible
works.
Creation myths are the deepest and most important
of all myths because they are concerned with both
the basic patterns of existence and the ultimate
meaning of life. In this book, an eminent Jungian
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analyst examines the recurring motifs that appear in
creation myths from around the world and shows
what they teach us about the mysteries of creativity,
the cycles of renewal in human life, and the birth of
consciousness in the individual psyche. Among the
topics discussed are: • Why the creative process is
often accompanied by anxiety, depression,
loneliness, and fear of the unknown. • The meaning
of creation motifs such as the egg, the seed, the
primordial being, the creative fire, the separation of
heaven and earth, and the four stages of creation. •
Creation symbolism in the alchemical opus of
medieval tradition. • How creation-myth motifs
appear in the dreams of people who are on the
verge of a leap forward in consciousness.
All the wonder, terror and delight of Greek mythology
springs forth from the pages of this unique and muchneeded anthology. Rhonda Hendricks has not only
selected from the works of the ancient authors the
best -- and often earliest -- versions of these tales;
she has also arranged them so as to give a
cumulative view of classical mythology beginning
with The Creation and The Birth of Zeus. Of
particular interest are: The Ages of Mankind, The
Birth of Athena, Oedipus the King, Heracles,
Theseus, Jason and Medea, The Judgement of
Paris, The Trojan Horse, Pygmalion, and Cupid and
Psyche. These texts offer a new perspective on
classical mythology and, by so doing, cast a new
Page 4/22

File Type PDF Parallel Myths By Jf Bierlein
light on this cornerstone of Western culture.
This vintage book contains a comprehensive guide
to the myths and legends of the Great Plains of
America. From the creation of the world to the origin
of the buffalo, this volume covers all aspects of the
Plains Indians' beliefs, complete with examples of
authentic works of art, songs, stories, and more. This
volume is highly recommended for those with an
interest in culture of the native Americans, and it
would make for a worthy addition to allied
collections. Contents include: “The Creation”, “How
the World was Made”, “The Flood and the
Rainbow”, “The First Fire”, “The Ancestors of
People”, “Origin of Strawberries”, “Sacred
Legend”, “The Legend of the Peace Pipes”, “A
Tradition of the Calumet”, “The Sacred Pole”, “Ikto
and the Thunders”, “The Thunder Bird”, “The
Thunder Bird” et cetera. Many vintage books such
as this are increasingly scarce and expensive. We
are republishing this volume now in an affordable,
modern edition complete with a specially
commissioned new introduction.
Thou Art That is a compilation of previously
uncollected essays and lectures by Joseph
Campbell that focus on the Judeo-Christian tradition.
Campbell explores common religious symbols,
reexamining and reinterpreting them in the context of
his remarkable knowledge of world mythology.
Campbell believed that society often confuses the
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literal and metaphorical interpretations of religious
stories and symbols. In this collection, he eloquently
reestablishes these symbols as a means to enhance
spiritual understanding and mystical revelation. With
characteristic verve, he ranges from rich storytelling
to insightful comparative scholarship. Included is
editor Eugene Kennedy's classic interview with
Campbell in the New York Times Magazine, which
originally brought the scholar to the attention of the
public.
An intriguing exploration of the enduring significance
of the world's great myths--from the dawn of time to
the present day As ancient as speech, as essential
as law, myths are the stories we tell to find our
identity in the cosmos. It is through mythology that
we attempt to unravel not only the meaning of our
actions and impulses but the significance of human
existence itself. Now in Living Myths, classical
scholar J. F. Bierlein explores the enduring patterns
and messages of myths from every culture. Myths,
writes Bierlein, are "the eternal mirror in which we
see ourselves." Living Myths delves behind the
mirror and brings to light the imperishable and
transcendent forces common to the myths of the
world. Juxtaposing myths of fathers and sons--the
Greek myth of Athamas and Phrixus, the biblical
story of Abraham and Isaac, the Algonquin tale of
Grandfather, Father, and Son--Bierlein uncovers
essential lessons about human nature and divine
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will. In the Indian story of Nala and Damayanti, the
Greek legends of Aphrodite, and the haunting Irish
tale of Etain, Bierlein examines the transforming
mystery of romantic love. Here too are tales of the
world's great heroes--the Greek Theseus, the Irish
Cuchulainn, and the Mexican Quetzalcoatl--and their
common desire to break through the masks of
appearances. Steeped in wisdom, brimming with
insights into human nature and behavior, Living
Myths is a luminous exploration of the meaning of
mythology through the ages and today in each of our
lives.
Explore eighty of the world's greatest myths and
characters, from the gods of Greek mythology to the
Norse heroes, retold and explained with engaging
text and bold graphics. From early creation stories to
classical hero narratives and the recurring theme of
the afterlife, experience each myth and unravel the
meanings behind the stories, getting to the heart of
the importance of mythology to different cultures
worldwide. More than just stories, myths are a
testament to the amazing creativity of humans
striving to explain and make sense of the world
around them. Here you will discover Zeus, god of the
sky and ruler of the Olympian gods, and Loki, the
cunning trickster with a knack for causing havoc,
aided by his ability to change shape and gender.
Beyond the gods and goddesses of Ancient Greek,
Roman, and Norse myths, this book delves into the
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stories of the Australian aborigines, the Cherokee,
and the Aztecs, each brimming with amazing
characters and insights into human existence. This
newest title in the bestselling Big Ideas series pairs
engaging visual style with global coverage of world
myths - profiling everything from the well-known
tales of the Greeks, Norsemen, and Egyptians to the
legends of the Caribbean, the Americas, Oceania,
and East Asia - bringing the wisdom of the ages to
life.
More than 100,000 copies sold in France A
fascinating new journey through Greek mythology
that explains the myths' timeless lessons and
meaning Heroes, gods, and mortals. The Greek
myths are the founding narratives of Western
civilization: to understand them is to know the origins
of philosophy, literature, art, science, law, and more.
Indeed, as Luc Ferry shows in this masterful book,
they remain a great store of wisdom, as relevant to
our lives today as ever before. No mere legends or
clichés ("Herculean task," "Pandora's box," "Achilles
heel," etc.), these classic stories offer profound and
manifold lessons, providing the first sustained
attempt to answer fundamental human questions
concerning "the good life," the burden of mortality,
and how to find one's place in the world. Vividly
retelling the great tales of mythology and illuminating
fresh new ways of understanding them, The Wisdom
of the Myths will enlighten readers of all ages.
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Identifies key gods, goddesses, heroes, heroines,
themes, and symbols from the mythologies of the
world
Understanding Dreams and Other Spontaneous
Images: The Invisible Storyteller applies a
contemporary interdisciplinary approach to dream
interpretation, bringing cognitive anthropology,
folklore studies, affective neuroscience, and dynamic
systems theory to bear on contemporary
psychodynamic clinical practice. It provides a
practical guide for working with dreams that can be
used by both individuals on their own and therapists
working with clients. Erik D. Goodwyn invites us to
examine key features of reported dreams, such as
the qualities of the environment depicted, its
familiarity or unfamiliarity, the nature of the
characters encountered, and overall themes. This
method facilitates an understanding of the dream in
the full context of the dreamer’s life, rather than
interpreting individual, isolated elements. Goodwyn
also introduces the mental process which
orchestrates dreams, conceptualised here as the
‘Invisible Storyteller’, and explores how
understanding it can positively impact satisfaction in
waking life. As a whole, the book provides a
collection of tools and techniques which can be
referred to time and again, as well as a wealth of
examples. Exploring dreams as a natural source of
clinical insight, The Invisible Storyteller will appeal to
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Jungian psychotherapists and analytical
psychologists, other professionals working with
dreams with clients, and readers looking for a
scientific approach to dream interpretation.
Hercules, Zeus, Thor, Gilgamesh--these are the
figures that leap to mind when we think of myth. But
to David Leeming, myths are more than stories of
deities and fantastic beings from non-Christian
cultures. Myth is at once the most particular and the
most universal feature of civilization, representing
common concerns that each society voices in its
own idiom. Whether an Egyptian story of creation or
the big-bang theory of modern physics, myth is
metaphor, mirroring our deepest sense of ourselves
in relation to existence itself. Now, in The World of
Myth, Leeming provides a sweeping anthology of
myths, ranging from ancient Egypt and Greece to the
Polynesian islands and modern science. We read
stories of great floods from the ancient Babylonians,
Hebrews, Chinese, and Mayans; tales of apocalypse
from India, the Norse, Christianity, and modern
science; myths of the mother goddess from Native
American Hopi culture and James Lovelock's Gaia.
Leeming has culled myths from Aztec, Greek,
African, Australian Aboriginal, Japanese, Moslem,
Hittite, Celtic, Chinese, and Persian cultures, offering
one of the most wide-ranging collections of what he
calls the collective dreams of humanity. More
important, he has organized these myths according
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to a number of themes, comparing and contrasting
how various societies have addressed similar
concerns, or have told similar stories. In the section
on dying gods, for example, both Odin and Jesus
sacrifice themselves to renew the world, each dying
on a tree. Such traditions, he proposes, may have
their roots in societies of the distant past, which
would ritually sacrifice their kings to renew the tribe.
In The World of Myth, David Leeming takes us on a
journey "not through a maze of falsehood but
through a marvellous world of metaphor," metaphor
for "the story of the relationship between the known
and the unknown, both around us and within us."
Fantastic, tragic, bizarre, sometimes funny, the
myths he presents speak of the most fundamental
human experience, a part of what Joseph Campbell
called "the wonderful song of the soul's high
adventure."
World Mythology is a compilation of over 50 great
myths and epics. Your students will gain an
appreciation and understanding of ancient and
modern cultures through myths and epics from the
Middle East, Greece and Rome, the Far East and
Pacific islands, the British Isles, Northern Europe,
Africa, and the Americas. An introduction and
historical background supplement each myth.
Questions at the end of each selection prompt
analysis and response.
Mining the religious and secular divide, this book
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examines the history of apocalyptic beliefs. It
explains the various omens and prophecies as well
as the actual events that may trigger the end, such
as collisions with asteroids, nuclear war, the oil
crisis, global warming, and famine. It also discusses
the long history on the end of history.
Mythology is a subject that has entertained people
for thousands of years. These stories of gods and
supernatural beings of the distant past are important
in explaining how things came to be and are an
integral part of societies. Insect myths are numerous
and widespread in mythology, but have received little
attention. This is the first book dedicated specifically
to showing the important roles insects have played in
mythology. This is a comprehensive and readable
survey of insect myths from around the world. The
book ranges from older, better-known insect myths
such as sacred scarabs to new unpublished subjects
such as insects as examples of parallel mythology.
Numerous black and white figures are found in the
book including new figures not previously seen in
entomological literature. How insects are related to
larger themes of mythology such as symbols and
parallel mythology is discussed. Insects in Old World
mythology (Egypt, China, etc.) and New World
mythology (Native American, Mayan, etc.) are
featured. This book brings to light the fascinating role
that insects played in mythology and is the most
comprehensive and authoritative reference on the
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subject.
In his successful Creative Storytelling, Jack Zipes
showed how storytelling is a rich and powerful tool
for self-expression and for building children's
imaginations. In Speaking Out, this master storyteller
goes further, speaking out against rote learning and
testing and for the positive force within storytelling
and creative drama during the K-12 years. For the
past four years, Jack Zipes has worked with the
Neighborhood Bridges Program of the Children's
Theatre Company of Minneapolis, taking his
storytelling techniques into inner-city schools.
Speaking Out is in part a record of the
transformations storytelling can work on the minds
and lives of young people. But it is also a vivid and
exhilarating demonstration of a different kind of
education - one built from deep inside each child.
Speaking Out is a book for storytellers, educators,
parents, and anyone who cares about helping kids
find within themselves the keys to imagination.
A mysterious prophecy resounds, and the
bewitchingly beautiful princess Draupadi arises from
the sacred fire in Panchala. Draupadi the princess is
in love with Arjuna, the Pandava prince. But fate
weaves strange events, and Draupadi finds herself
wedded to five men--Arjuna and his four Pandava
brothers. Draupadi's life is complicated further by the
Kauravas--her husbands' wicked cousins--who try
everything in their power to harm her and the
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Pandavas. As the fiery princess Draupadi's terrible
destiny begins to unfold, she goes from majestic
queen with five warrior husbands to a poor servant
girl. Evil waits around every corner and a terrible war
looms overhead. Will the impulsive Draupadi brave
the humiliation destiny has written for her? Will she
lose everything she has loved? Adapted from the
ancient Indian epic, the Mahabharata, this is the
story of an astonishingly outspoken woman, who is
abandoned at every turn, and forced to make the
difficult choice between revenge and compassion.
A comprehensive collection of creation stories
ranging across widely varying times and cultures,
including Ancient Egyptian, African, and Native
American.
Nearly every belief system in every part of the world
has its own distinctive answers to how the world was
created, often taking the form of a story or myth.
These narratives offer insight into a culture's values,
its world view, and its interpretations of the
relationship between the individual, society, and the
divine.
David Leeming and Jake Page gather some seventyfive of the most potent and meaningful of these tales
in an extraordinary rich and readable introduction of
this divine figure as she has emerged from
prehistory to the present.
Get this: Cronus liked to eat babies. Narcissus
probably should have just learned to masturbate.
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Odin got construction discounts with bestiality. Isis
had bad taste in jewelry. Ganesh was the very
definition of an unplanned pregnancy. And Abraham
was totally cool about stabbing his kid in the face. All
our lives, we’ve been fed watered-down, PC
versions of the classic myths. In reality, mythology is
more screwed up than a schizophrenic shaman
doing hits of unidentified…wait, it all makes sense
now. In Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes, Cory O’Brien,
creator of Myths RETOLD!, sets the stories straight.
These are rude, crude, totally sacred texts told the
way they were meant to be told: loudly, and with lots
of four-letter words. Skeptical? Here are a few more
gems to consider: • Zeus once stuffed an unborn
fetus inside his thigh to save its life after he exploded
its mother by being too good in bed. • The entire
Egyptian universe was saved because Sekhmet just
got too hammered to keep murdering everyone. •
The Hindu universe is run by a married couple who
only stop murdering in order to throw sweet dance
parties…on the corpses of their enemies. • The Norse
goddess Freyja once consented to a four-dwarf
gangbang in exchange for one shiny necklace. And
there’s more dysfunctional goodness where that
came from.
Parallel MythsBallantine Books
For almost 5000 years, the pyramids and similar
structures in Mexico and Cambodia have taunted
scholars with their cryptic secrets and astronomical
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significance--who built these world wonders and
how? Buried in ancient Hebrew texts, undiscovered
and largely ignored by scholars, lies a wealth of
information about a mysterious and little known race
of giants, called the Nephilim--sons of God who
coupled with mortals, and their children--the true
builders of the pyramids and other great monuments
of ancient history. The true identity of the builders is
only half the story--by scientifically examining ageold prophecies, author Patrick Heron was able to
discover the true purpose of the pyramids. His
astonishing findings, thoroughly and engagingly
explained in The Nephilim and the Pyramid of the
Apocalypse, address the importance of the pyramids
and their significance in predicting the coming
Apocalypse. These pyramids hold the answer to the
question man has been asking since the beginning
of time: when and how will the world end? It may be
sooner than you think.
A complete guide to the key myths and most
important gods and goddesses from around the
world. Illustrated throughout, it explores ancient
myths of Egypt, Rome, Greece, Scandinavia and the
Celtic world alongside the legends of Native
Americans, Australian Aborigines, Aztecs and Incas,
Africa and Asia.
Destruction of habitat due to urban sprawl, pollution,
and deforestation has caused population declines or
even extinction of many of the world's approximately
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2,600 snake species. Furthermore, misconceptions
about snakes have made them among the most
persecuted of all animals, despite the fact that less
than a quarter of all species are venomous and most
species are beneficial because they control rodent
pests. It has become increasingly urgent, therefore,
to develop viable conservation strategies for snakes
and to investigate their importance as monitors of
ecosystem health and indicators of habitat
sustainability. In the first book on snakes written with
a focus on conservation, editors Stephen J. Mullin
and Richard A. Seigel bring together leading
herpetologists to review and synthesize the ecology,
conservation, and management of snakes
worldwide. These experts report on advances in
current research and summarize the primary
literature, presenting the most important concepts
and techniques in snake ecology and conservation.
The common thread of conservation unites the
twelve chapters, each of which addresses a major
subdiscipline within snake ecology. Applied topics
such as methods and modeling and strategies such
as captive rearing and translocation are also
covered. Each chapter provides an essential
framework and indicates specific directions for future
research, making this a critical reference for anyone
interested in vertebrate conservation generally or for
anyone implementing conservation and
management policies concerning snake populations.
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An island civilization, home to a forgotten race,
destroyed in one terrible day and night - lost forever
beneath the waves of a merciless ocean. Nearly all
of us are familiar with the story of Atlantis, and yet
how much do we truly know? In this work, the
authors explore the Egyptian roots of Plato's famous
narrative, and examine the strange similarities
between Atlantis and worldwide creation
mythologies. A fresh and unique look at an ancient
enigma, the book is essential for anyone interested
in the mystery of Atlantis, layman and scholar alike.
With an appendix on Egyptian mythology and its
connection to Plato's Atlantis by renowned
musicologist Ernest G. McClain.
Where does science end and religion begin? Can
"spiritual" images and feelings be understood on a
neurobiological level without dismissing their power
and mystery? In this book, psychiatrist Erik Goodwyn
addresses these questions by reviewing decades of
research, putting together a compelling argument
that the emotional imagery of myth and dreams can
be traced to our deep brain physiology, and
importantly, how a sensitive look at this data reveals
why mythic or religious symbols are indeed more
"godlike" than we might have imagined. The
Neurobiology of the Gods weaves together Jungian
depth psychology with research in evolutionary
psychology, neuroanatomy, cognitive science,
neuroscience, anthropology, mental imagery, dream
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research, and metaphor theory into a comprehensive
model of how our brains contribute to the recurrent
images of dreams, myth, religion and even
hallucinations. Divided into three sections, this book
provides: definitions and foundations an examination
of individual symbols conclusive thoughts on how
brain physiology shapes the recurring images that
we experience. Goodwyn shows how common
dream, myth and religious experiences can be
meaningful and purposeful without discarding
scientific rigor. The Neurobiology of the Gods will
therefore be essential reading for Jungian analysts
and psychologists as well as those with an interest in
philosophy, anthropology and the interface between
science and religion.
A professor of classics and visiting scholar at the
Harvard Divinity school presents modern
interpretations of traditional Greek and Roman myths
that render classic themes accessible to a new
generation of readers. By the author of Alexander
the Great.
“Unusually accessible and useful . . . An eye-opener
to readers into the universality and importance of
myth in human history and culture.”—William E.
Paden, Chair, Department of Religion, University of
Vermont For as long as human beings have had
language, they have had myths. Mythology is our
earliest form of literary expression and the
foundation of all history and morality. Now, in
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Parallel Myths, classical scholar J. F. Bierlein
gathers the key myths from all of the world's major
traditions and reveals their common themes, images,
and meanings. Parallel Myths introduces us to the
star players in the world's great myths—not only the
twelve Olympians of Greek mythology, but the stern
Norse Pantheon, the mysterious gods of India, the
Egyptian Ennead, and the powerful deities of Native
Americans, the Chinese, and the various cultures of
Africa and Oceania. Juxtaposing the most potent
stories and symbols from each tradition, Bierlein
explores the parallels in such key topics as creation
myths, flood myths, tales of love, morality myths,
underworld myths, and visions of the Apocalypse.
Drawing on the work of Joseph Campbell, Mircea
Eliade, Carl Jung, Karl Jaspers, Claude LéviStrauss, and others, Bierlein also contemplates what
myths mean, how to identify and interpret the
parallels in myths, and how mythology has
influenced twentieth-century psychology, philosophy,
anthropology, and literary studies. “A first-class
introduction to mythology . . . Written with great
clarity and sensitivity.”—John G. Selby, Associate
Professor, Roanoke College
A survey of how, over the past 4,000 years, religious
leaders, poets, painters, and ordinary people have
visualized Hell--its location, architecture, furnishings,
purpose, and inhabitants.
Traces key myths from cultures around the world,
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drawing upon the work of Joseph Campbell, Carl
Jung, and others to explicate the similarities in
theme, image, and meaning. Original.
This concise introductory textbook emphasizes the
major concepts of both anthropology and the
anthropology of religion. It is aimed at students
encountering anthropology for the first time.
Reviewers describe the text as vivid, rich, userfriendly, accessible, and well-organized. The
Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft
examines religious expression from a cross-cultural
perspective while incorporating key theoretical
concepts. In addition to providing a basic overview of
anthropology, including definition of key terms and
exposure to ethnographies, the text exposes
students to the varying complexity of world religions.
In myth, author Puhvel argues, a human group
expresses the thought patterns by which it
formulates self-cognition and self-realization, attains
self-knowledge and self-confidence, explains its own
sources and sometimes tries to chart its destinies.
Here, Puhvel unravels the prehistoric origins of the
traditions of India and Iran, Greece and Rome, of the
Celts, Germans, Balts, and Slavs. Utilizing the
methodologies of historical linguistics and
archaeology, he reconstructs a shared prehistorical
religious, mythological, and cultural heritage.
Separate chapters on individual traditions as well as
on recurrent themes give life to the book as both a
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general introduction and a detailed reference.--From
publisher description.
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